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Affairs of FRANCE: 


~ With Obfervations on Transactions at Home. 


Saturday, November 24. 1705. 


PW AD the Subjeé& of this Paper, been 
able to ftay but one Week more, 
it had not been a Digreffion ; the 

determin’d Courfe of the Reviews, being 


_then to Revolve to the Subjeét of Trade, 


and the general State of things; and as 
the daily Flux of Subje& for this Paper is 
fuch, that I defpair to return yeta great 
while to my Original Defign, as to France 5 
I fhall turn this Paper for the Prefent, to 
be a Review of the State of the Nation 4 
and I do not oblige my felf that the next 
Volume may not bear that Title. 

I find a Paper Cry’d about the Town, 
with an Unuiual Earneftnefs 3; Entitled, 
the Lord # ‘ftam’s Speech, in the 
Houle of Peers ———-———1 thin¥my felf o- 
blig’d, before I enter upon the Particu- 
Jars, to makea fhore Intreduttion, relating 
to my manner of Treating the Cafe I am 
upon, whichis expeéted to be an Anfwer 
to that Paper. 

I am not going to Anfwer my Lord 
i. foam’s Speech, but if I fay any 


thing to certain Points, hinted at in the 
Paper, call’d by that Title; they are wel- 
come to call mine an Anfwer, or whatelfe 
they pleafe. 

That the Lord Z. bam, made a 
2 sian, in the Houfe of Lords, is no part 
of my Enquiry, nor fhall I meddle with 
what was Tranfaéted there; I know the Du- 


~ty of an Author, with Refpeé to whatis 


done or faidin that Affembly. 

The Paper Publifh’d, I think, fhows it 
felf ina double Capacity, as 4 Speech, and 
as 4 Pamphlet ; as a Speech, I have nothing 
to fay to it, but as a Pamphlet with no 
Author’s Name to it, it may be any bodies, 
and may be Anfwer’d by any body; ’tisan 
Appeal to the People, a Challenge toevery 
Reader 5 and Iam at liberty, as wedlas a- 
nother, to Remark upon it. 

Asa Pamphlet, I fay, I may beconcern’d 
with it, and no otherwife; the Anonymous 
Author isnothing to me, be it a Lord ora 
Tinker ; there is no Name to it, to Vouch 
the Particulars; and I belieye indeed, no 
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Man would ever fet his Name to it, that 
gala’d the Reputation of his Charaéter 5 


either for Truth, Underftanding, or Good 


Manners. — 

Let the Speech be what it will, and whofe 
it will, I muft confefs, the Publication of 
it feems to me, to have fomething in it, 
that I ‘cannotallow, to be the Noble Lords 
doing, whatever hasan Air in its Counte- 
nance, Calculated or fcrew’d up to a pitch 
of Malecontent and Chagrin, as if it was 
done on purpofe to fower the Nation, 
cannot be Publifh’d with a good defign ; let 
the Saying, or Speaking this any where, be 
done with what detign it wil, the Printing 
of it, can, in my Poor Opinion have no 
Meaning , but what is Mifchievous and 
Unpeaceable. 

Having thus ftated the Cale, between 


the Review and the Pamphlet 1 -{peak of, I . 


fhall lead my Reader 
bout. 

{ fhall endeavour to fpeak as plain, as 
the Deference and Regard dueto Digni- 
ty and Quality of Perfons will permit; I 
wifh the Noble Lord, who they fay made 
this Speech, would give me leave to An- 
fwer, Paragraph by Paragraph every Ar- 
ticle, without taking the Advantages, Laws 
and Power furnifhes him with, upon any 
reafonable Penalty, if I did not give, 
what even the whole Houfe of Lords 
fhuuld determine a full Anfweér. 

But Limited by that Article of Quality, 
4 fhall refrain an Anfwer, as an Anfwer 
to this Speech, and only handle the Sub- 
s eit » without pointing at the Per- 
one : ¥ x 

The fir Paragraph, in the Paper a- 
bove, which is al} lt fhall recite, makesthe 
Author Addrefs in the Firft Perfon ™ 
Lords , as Introdu€tory to fomething he 
has to fay, Relating to the State of the 
Nation 3 and Noting, that the deff way of 
Preferving the Liberty of Speech , s to make 
ufe of it; tells thein, he will {peak to three 
or four Generals very plainly; if he had 
faid Courfly, he bad faid 

Four Heads are treated of inthis Pa- 
per; and 1 alfo purpofe to treat of the 
fame tour Heads among many other; 


no farther a- 


ifmy Lent eee 


Soars 
and mine differ, E hope nejher 


Paper nor its Autlior, are bound to Sa- 
crifice his Judgment to his Manners, — 
1 fhall treac the Name the Speech © 


is call’d by, in no Terms beneath his 


Quality , and have nothing to ask his — 


Lordfhip’s Pardon for, but for difcourfing 
of the fame Points, with himfelf; which 
1 hope his Lordfhip will allow me Liber- 
ty to do ; the Particulars are, 

1. The Confederate War. 

2. The Trade of England. 

3. The Right of Princes, to take No- 
tice of thingsdone in Parliament, but not 
brought to their Knowledge, in a Pare 
liamentary manner. 

4. The bringing over the Prefumptive 
Heir of the Crown to refide here. 

I begin with the laft of thefe, and I fhall 
no more take Notice, that thefe have been 
the Subje& of any Speech ; nordoI know 
they have been; I know this Article has 
been ftarted in Print before now, by an 
Author, whofe Principle is as well known 
as his Paper ; and ashis Propofal 1 fhalt 
fpeak to it, and of himI muft fay, as an 
Old Man faid to his- Poor Nephew, who 
waited for his Death to come to the Eftate $ 
The young Felow, Advis'd him to Remove 
to.a certain Place in the Country for his 
Health , which, as he faid, was a better 
Air; I believe “tis a better Air, fays the 
Old Man, bus J do nos fanfie the Place: 
Why Jo, Sir, fays the Nephew——Be- 
caufe you Propofe it, fays hes for what can 
you cast by my Living? 

ow, Mr. Politicus, as this Author 
would be call’d, we could be glad to fee 
the Heir of the Crown among us, but we 
cannot fancy the Propofal, becaufe you 
make it 5 for what can your Party get by 
it? What Advantage can it be to your 
Party, to bring thofe oyer, that we know 
you hate ? And how can you think but we 
muft fu'peét your Integrity ? 

An Old Lyon, that by his Age and In- 
firmities was grown heavy, and could 
hardly get his Living as he ufed todo; his 
Joyncs Kitf with the Exceffes of his Youth, 
his Claws broke, and his Teeth rotten, juft 
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as it fares with Mr. Mercnrius Politicus’s 
Party. To fupply the Defe&s of his Power, 
with the Helps of his Cunning, feigns 
him(felf very fick; and being near the 
point of Death, invites all his Subjeéts of 
the Horn and the Hoof, to come and Vilit 
him; pretends he had great need of their 
Affiftance 5 and withal, that ic was very 
convenient to have them near him; and 
that he had feveral things to tell them for 
the publick Safety. Away comes all the 
Inhabitants of the adjacent Woods, out of 
their Holes and fecure places, where they 
were far enoughout of his Reach, to Vifit 
this Old Devourer. When he had thus 
got them into his Power, he watches his 
Opportunity, flies upon them, and De- 
yours them all. 

Thefe old Stories, and Fifty more fuch 
I could tell them,might give us very good 
Caution when thefe Foxes preach to be- 
ware of the Geefe ; but of that by the way. 
The Propofal of bringing over the Princefs 
of Hannover, is {pecious, and fegms to lay 
a Difficulty in the way of a grea® many ho- 
neft Subjects, as if not complying wich it, 
fhould be taken for a Difrefpe& to that Il- 
luftrious Houle, which will beft appear, 
when a little farther Examin’d into; for 
all things are not to be judg’d of by their 
Outifides. : 

No Man more fincerely joins ia the’Set- 
tlement of the Succeffios, and rejoices in 
the Safety’ of England on that head, than 
the Author of this Paper ; and when we 
talk of Inviting the Princes of the Line 
Royal hither, all that defire thei: Peaceable 
Enjoyment of the Crown wou'd without 
doubt bid chem welcoine, and be glad tu fee 
them round the Throne, as foie call it. 

But when we talk of tne Reipeét due to 
the IJuftrious Branches of our Succefiion, *tis 
one thing ; and when we talk of the Securi- 
ty and Satety of Engind, ‘tis another, and 
in this Cafe, with al; manner of Duty and 
Refpcét to the Suceflors of the ZEnglifh 
Crown, | trecly ‘ay, We are as fecure without 
them as with them. .To fay it would be a 
fine <ourt, or a pleafant thing; if all the 
Houle of -Zaynover was here, a great deal 
Gallantry aid iome Trade might be theCon- 
quence: ; this has fomething in it, and not 
much; But when we talk of Safety and 
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Danger, *tisnot the-Diftance of our Princes: 
can influence the Matter; an Englifo Parlia- 
ment is the Security of England, againft all 
the intervening Accidents, and how eafy is 
all that Pretence fallen to the Ground now, 
in one Vote of the Houfe of Lords ? 

Publick Safety is a fine gilded Pretence, 
and ‘Sounds very popular; but it is not al- 
ways meant moft, where itis mofttalk’d of. 
the Security of the Queen, from the Heirs. 
being at her Elbow; I cannot forefee rhe 
Security of the Queen confifts in the hearts 
of her People, which I believe no Prince 
for fome Ages has more entirely poffefs’d >. 
and I cannot ey the Queen had been more 
fecure in the Life of the Duke of Glocefter 5 
ithad been a Joy and Comfort both to the 
Queen and the whole Nation, if it had plea- 
fed God to have {pared that Prince, whofe 
Lofs is a Grief to all that refle& on it, 
and who have any value for their Sovereign. 

But fill as to Safety, asto the Publick 
Security, it confifts not in Perfons, but in 
things; if God for our Sins fhould take 
away every Branch of that Iluftrious Stock, 
from whence we hope for fuch a Succefhion 
of Princess; Iamof Opinion, and think ’tis 
plain, the Foundation of the Exglifh Crown 
and Goverment ftands too faft to be fhaken: 
*Tis built upen this Fundamental Maxim of 
State, recorded in Parliament, and which 
all the Nation concurs in, Thet we will not 
bave a Popifh Prince to Reign over us. 

The Parliamenc of England is our Secu- 
rity for the making this good and it can 
neither add nor diminifh to this Security) 
how or to whatextent it may pleafe God to 
lengthen the Lives of the Succeffors to the 
Crown. 

Nor does it feem to-me’a matter of any 
great Moment, the acquainting the Heir 
with the Englifb Prelates ; in our Cafe the 
prefent Prelumptive Heir being very un- 
likely to fucceed; her Majefty, God be 
praifed, isin good Health, and much more 
likely to reign 30 or 40 years God forbid 
I fhould flint her Majefty, thana Princefs of 
above 70 is to fucceed ; and in this Cafe } 
would. fain ask Mr. Politicus, Who would. 
you have broughe over ? if you examine 
the Heirs 10 the Englifh Crown, tis three 
to One againtt all the chree alternately which 
fhall enjoy it 5 Lmean as to refpett of Der 
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and natural Probabilities ; °Tis 20 to one 
againft the old Lady, the immediate Pres 
lumptive Heir; to what purpofe then would 
they bring that Frincefs over in her old 
Age, but to fhorten her Days by chang- 
ing the Air and her manner of Living ? 
Tis then at leaft an even Wager againft the 
Ele€tor Regent, ahd 1 know no body fo 
weak to talk of-his Highnefs coming over, 
to quit his Sovereign Dominien, and the 
Adminiftration of his Affairs, to come hi- 
ther to live in the Quality of an Englifh 
Nobleman, and wait for the Queen Shees, 
who is, God be thank’d, likely to live as long 
as himfelf. ‘ 

Then there is that young Eleétoral Prince, 
and of him it is perhaps odds fix to four, 
that fome time or other he may enjoy it; 
but ’tis at leaft three to two that he does 
not enjoy it next immediately to the Oueens 
and on what pretence can it be moved to 
fead for this Prince over? if he were here 
when the Queen fhould happen to die, he 
could be no Security, he could-not aét but 
by Commiffion from his Father or Grandmo- 
ther, unlefs by Name eftablifh’d in Parlia- 
ment, as Lord Juftice, or Gommiffioner, or 
{ome other Title s and that’s done atready 
in ghe naming feven or eight Lords Juttices 
to aét in fucha Cafe: fo that any of thefe 
ways this Propofal really fignifies juft no- 
thing,but to fill us with Sufpicions,that fome 
Snake lies hid in this Grafs, of which 
hereafter. 


THereas a certain Gentleman, fome 
W time fince, fent the Author of this, 
a Paper about the Difcipline and Method of 
CorreQion ia Schools ; wherein was ip. 
cloid Half a Crown; Thefe are to inform 
That Gentleman, Thet the Author does not 
think fit to printir, unlefs the faid Gentle 
maa will be at che Expence. 
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